>>TREE CROPPING CONFERENCE
|

Elizabeth and Bill Rae receive
the 2018 Dr Don McKenzie
Award from NZCTA
President, David Whyte
(centre).
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DR DON MCKENZIE AWARD FOR 2018
Named in honour of the late Dr Don McKenzie, who died
wragically in a car crash in 1988.

Dr Don, as he was known to many, was one of NZTCA'’s
~ founding members, and worked for the Department of
~ Solentfic and Industrial Research. His interest ranged
~ ower a great number of different crops, but his special

Imterest was apples and his contribution to that industry

was considerable.

The ‘connoisseur’ apples that are now grown and loved
by many throughout New Zealand, are a collection of Dr
Don’s old-time favourites.

The trophy is a walnut dug from a ‘brown’ coalfield in what
was formerly West Germany. It is thought to be between 8
— 9 million years old. The walnut was presented to Dr Don
in 1983 when he attended a world seminar in Germany.
He in turn,donated it to the NZTCA. Now mounted in an
epoxy block, the handsome trophy is awarded annually to
those have made significant contributions to the NZCTA.

BILL AND ELIZABETH RAE

Bill and Elizabeth Rae of Katikati, VWestern Bay of Plenty,
first became members of the NZTCA’s Auckland branch
42 years ago in 1976.

Twenty years later they moved to the Bay of Plenty. Bill
served on the national management committee as North
Island Vice President from 2011-2013, National President
from 2014-2015 and recently as Immediate Past President
from 2016-2018. He has also held the appointments of
Bay of Plenty Branch Chair and was part of the organising
committee for the 2004 association’s national conference
in Tauranga.

Elizabeth has been an active member of the Bay of Plenty
Branch, serving as Chair and Secretary for many years. She
was instrumental in establishing the annual, and successful
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Couple’s

42 years’
contribution
recognised

tree sale in 201 . This event not only raises funds but is also
a service to the community and engages locals in the work
of the association. Bill and Elizabeth are also the driving force
behind the local Katikati Kaiway, a park planted with fruiting
trees, operated in partnership with a local kindergarten.

Both Bill and Elizabeth have put an enormous amount of time
and effort into NZTCA activities and were instrumental in
the great success of this year’s conference in Tauranga.

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR MAPUA COUPLE

Bob and Ann Phillips from Nelson Branch joined the NZTCA
in 1987.Bob served as the Nelson Branch Chair for || years,
and picked up the reins when the branch was reduced to just
a handful of members.

He has since cultivated a strong membership, produced a full
and varied programme of events and fostered an enthusiastic
committee. In 2012, Bob spearheaded a successful national
conference in Nelson.

Bob served as National President from 2016 to 2018 and
continues as Immediate Past President of the National
Management Committee. He’s encouraged both national and
local trials of new crops and promising cultivars, established
close relationships with nurseries and growers, and fostered a
two-way flow of knowledge, plants and propagation material.

Ann has been active in Nelson Branch’s research activities for
many years. Some of her work includes co-ordinating local
projects and representing the branch at national conferences
as a research delegate. She is currently co-ordinating a Nelson
Branch trial on pomegranates. This involves painstakingly
tracking down trees, obtaining seeds, propagating seedlings
and distributing these.

Ann is skilled at chasing up errant trialists for their research
records and has a particular talent for encouraging new
members to have a go.



